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    Waynesville R-VI’s Transportation Department received a 100% passing on 
their safety inspection by the Missouri State Highway Patrol.  While the figure is 
preliminary now and the official letter won’t arrive until June, Transportation Director 
Karl Wilking is celebrating his team’s success now. 
    “The last time this occurred was in 2008 and we had 50 buses at that time,” Wilking 
says. “We now have 73 buses in our fleet and I am so proud of our bus drivers, 
mechanics, secretaries and everyone who worked together to make this possible.”
    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Dr. Chris Berger, assistant superintendent of 
operational services, attended transportation’s meeting to congratulate them.
    “Something very minor can prevent a perfect score, so I want to congratulate each 
and every one of you for making this happen,” Henry says. “You are often the first 
staff member our students see in the mornings and the last in the afternoon. Your role is 
critical to a student’s success; students have to get to school so they can learn.” 

Transportation scores 100% on safety inspection
Transportation staff are number 1 with a perfect 100% score on their safety inspection. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, points 
out how important bus drivers are to a 
student’s success. 

    Both MAP and EOCs will be all 
online again this year. It is vitally 
important that bandwidth is available 
for these tests, so please monitor your 
bandwidth usage during the weeks of 
April 11-May 12. Bandwidth usage will 
be monitored very closely during the 
testing window.
    Please do not stream videos or music, 
as it uses the most bandwidth. If at 
any time during this testing window 

Instructional Media and Technology 
staff members notice YouTube 
streaming having an impact on the 
district’s bandwidth, YouTube will be 
shut down during the rest of the testing 
window.
    If you need to view videos from 
YouTube or Discovery Education 
during this time, please download them 
to your machine prior to the testing 
window.  A good site you can use to 

download YouTube videos is http://
keepvid.com/.  Here is a short video on 
how to use KeepVid to download videos 
from YouTube https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=35myFjW_axY.  If you 
need a video from Discovery Education, 
you can download it directly from DE 
once you are logged into your account.
    Please visit with your building tech 
or library media specialist if you need 
any assistance with downloading video.

Bandwidth critical during MAP/EOC testing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35myFjW_axY. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35myFjW_axY. 


Waynesville High School physics students test their rockets; the goal is to design 
and build a rocket to remain airborne as long as possible. An 11-second video is 
on the high school’s Facebook page. 

    The Waynesville R-VI School District 
will be re-applying for grant funds 
through the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program 
managed by DESE (Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education).  
In 2011 the District received a 5-year 
grant from 21st CCLC to support 
afterschool programming for students. 
    The district is currently in its final 
year of funding, and will be submitting 
a new application for the 2016-17 
school year.
    The district is asking for community 
member input as it prepares its 
application.  Please contact the 
Community Resource Office at (573) 
842-2530 or community@waynesville.
k12.mo.us to provide any suggestions 
or ideas for afterschool programming 
within the Waynesville R-VI School 
District.

    Waynesville AmeriCorps and I-44 
Speedway (near Lebanon) are partnering 
to host Waynesville Night at the Races 
on Saturday, April 16, to raise funds for 
the Snack in a Pack program.
    Doors will open at 5 p.m. and racing 
begins at 6 p.m. Special Snack in a 
Pack promotional flyers have been 
distributed at Waynesville schools. Each 
flyer represents free admission for one 
student plus half price admission for one 
accompanying adult.
    A portion of the proceeds from this 
event will go toward Snack in a Pack, 
which provides supplementary meals to 
students in the Waynesville R-VI School 
District over weekends and long school 
breaks.  The program currently serves 
approximately 300 students a week.
    To learn more about Waynesville 
Night at the Races, contact (573) 842-
2651 or spack@waynesville.k12.mo.us.

District seeks 
comments on 
afterschool programs

Waynesville Night at the Races
April 16 to benefit Snack in a Pack

Brennon Willard, one of the I-44 
Speedway drivers.

Jesse Laughlin, a junior at Waynesville High 
School and a member of the Waynesville FFA, 
placed 1st out of 58 contestants in the Area 13 
Career Development Events in Horse Evaluation. 
As part of the competition, students were 
required to judge several classes of horses, 
provide oral reasons and complete a general 
knowledge exam.

Waynesville FFA member 
takes 1st in horse evaluation

    The WHS music department 
competed in the State Large Ensemble 
Festival at Camdenton High School on 
March 31 and April 1 with the Women’s 
Choir, Chamber Choir, Concert Band 
and Wind Ensemble all receiving a “I” 
rating for their performances.  
    The Men’s Choir, Mixed Chorus and 
Brass Choir each received a “II” rating.  

Choirs, band and 
ensemble receive 
“I” rating at state

“Thank you to Mr. (Mike)
Morriss (principal of Freedom) 
for riding the bus from Freedom 
to East Elementary to help my 
kindergarten student have a 
wonderful start to his day!”

–Mary Myers
Kindergarten Teacher

East Elementary 

Praise Corner

https://www.facebook.com/WaynesvilleHighSchool/


    The Waynesville JROTC took first place overall and had 
the top male and female individual raiders and two-member 
teams in the First Annual Raider Challenge held on Fort 
Leonard Wood on April 2. 
    Dubbed the “Survival of the Fittest,” the event was hosted 
by the 1st Engineer Brigade, Fort Leonard Wood. 
    “This was the best Raider Challenge event I have 
attended since I started this job - to include US Army Cadet 
Command Raider Nationals,” said Col. Charles Williams. 
“The 1st Engineer Brigade simply did an amazing job. We 
envisioned the event, but they largely planned and executed 
the Raider Challenge.” 
    The challenge consisted of:
    - Non Standard (boots and ACUs) Army Physical Fitness 
      Test (APFT)
    - 10k (actually 11.4k) Cross Country Road March (run)
    - Physical Endurance Course course
    - One Rope Bridge
    - Monkey Fist (two laps around a track with the 
      125-pound liter and 4 x 35-pound rucks, and 80 pull-ups 
      combined by the team)
    - Gauntlet (2-mile cross country run with 4 x 35 pound 
      rucks)
    - Ultimate Raider Buddy Run (two males and/or females 
      selected from each team compete in a 1.5 mile cross 
      country)
    In addition to finishing first overall from the 14 teams in 
attendance, Waynesville took  
    - 1st Place - Physical Fitness Test (APFT)
    - 1st Place - Gauntlet
    - 1st Place - Physical Endurance Course (PECS).
    - 1st Place - One Rope Bridge
    - 2nd Place - Monkey Fist
    - 3rd Place - 10k
    The top male athlete was WHS Senior Alex Shick, and 
the top female was WHS Senior Dani Medina. 
    The 1st Place Ultimate Raider Male Team members 
were WHS Junior Mason Michels and WHS Sophomore 
Jacob Askins.  The top Ultimate Raider Female Team 
members were WHS Senior Danni Medina and WHS Junior 
Stephanie Trudell.

Raiders take 1st 
place overall 

Students in the fifth grade 
classes at Partridge 
Elementary had a fun 
science lesson.  Using 
scientific inquiry, students 
wrote a testable question 
and a hypothesis about 
a structure that would 
hold weight made from 
10 gumdrops and 20 
toothpicks.  They drew a 
picture of the configuration 
they thought would work 
best. They wrote out the 
steps it would take to 
build their design. Next, 
they predicted how many 
textbooks their structure 
would hold.  After that, 
students built their structure using their blueprint. Then 
students tested their hypothesis by putting a book on the 
structure they built.  Sometimes changes had to be made 
to improve the load bearing capacity.  Finally each team 
wrote a conclusion about their experiment.  Lisa  Supancic, 
instructional coach, made a great lesson about scientific 
inquiry extraordinary.

    The Waynesville R-VI School District announced April 6 
that Freedom Elementary had one medically diagnosed case of 
chickenpox.
    The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
recommendation and guidelines state that the best way to 
prevent chickenpox is to get the chickenpox vaccine. The CDC 
states that the chickenpox vaccine is very safe and effective at 
preventing the disease. Most people who get the vaccine will not 

Medically diagnosed case of chickenpox reported 
get chickenpox. If a vaccinated person does get chickenpox, it 
is usually mild—with fewer blisters and mild or no fever. The 
chickenpox vaccine prevents almost all cases of severe disease.
    For people exposed to chickenpox, call a health care provider 
if the person has never had chickenpox disease and is not 
vaccinated with thechickenpox vaccine, has a weakened immune 
system or is pregnant
  Additional information is available on the CDC website.

http://www.cdc.gov/chickenpox/about/overview.html


Haley Jones and Pamela Mendez’s students at East 
Elementary have been learning about the life cycle of a 
plant. Jones’s class planted trees along the playground 
fence to provide future shade for the playground. The 
classes worked together to plant seeds with James 
Rinck’s agriculture class from the Waynesville Career 
Center. The supplies were donated by Rinck’s class. 
The students enjoyed the hands-on experience and will 
enjoy watching the seeds grow. 

On Tuesday, March 29, 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
bands and Fort Leonard Wood’s 
399th Army Band performed 
various selections of music 
for the community during the 
Pageant of the Bands at the 
WHS gymnasium. At far left is 
Jared Sabatasso leading the 
WHS concert band in “Prelude 
and Pursuit” and at left, Todd 
Walker leading the middle school 
advanced band in “On the Wings 
of Swallows.” Below, all of the 
bands combined to play “Coast 
Guards March.” 



    Video production students enrolled 
at Waynesville Career Center recently 
won first place in broadcast news 
production and took home the gold 
medal in the informational craft bulletin 
board contest during the 50th Missouri 
SkillsUSA State Leadership and Skills 
Conference at State Technical College 
of Missouri in Linn, Mo. 
    At the awards ceremony the TigerTV 
News team consisting of Waynesville 
High School seniors Raegan Garbee, 
Cati Kristek, Alex McEachern and 
Vincent-Rivere Barb won first place in 
the broadcast news production contest. 
This team of four students had to write 
and prepare a three-minute newscast 
using information from a newswire 
service and then deliver a single live 
take of the newscast. The students will 
represent the State of Missouri at the 
annual SkillsUSA National Leadership 
and Skills Conference that will be held 
this June in Louisville, KY.

    “I’m extremely proud of the team,” 
said Tim Wallace, the video production 
instructor at WCC. “This team is an 
outstanding group of young people. 
Coaching them while they practiced at 
school, I saw how talented and driven 
they were. The gold medal says so 
much about these four and the caliber of 
students they are.”
    In addition to the win in broadcast 
news, WCC seniors Travis Keith (Dixon 
HS) and Destiny Figueroa (Laquey 

HS) took home the gold medal in the 
informational craft bulletin Board 
contest. 
    “We had never competed in this 
contest before and I wasn’t sure what 
to expect,” Wallace said. “I did know 
that Travis and Destiny are excellent 
students who are very detail-oriented 
and dedicated. Seeing the huge smiles 
on these two students faces when their 

names were called for first place is a 
moment I will never forget. I am so 
proud to be their teacher.”
    While earning two gold medals, 
students in the video production 
program also earned two silver medals. 
Seniors Tatym Brown (Iberia HS) 
and Jordan Hinchman (Dixon HS) 
took home second place in the digital 
cinema short film contest while WHS 
senior Cati Kristek won second place 
in the television production technical 
information contest. Brown and 
Hinchman also assisted in providing 
live video production service during 
the SkillsUSA conference opening and 
closing ceremonies.
    Fifteen WCC students enrolled in 
the video production 
program competed 
at the state contests. 
The media contests 
included digital cinema 
production, broadcast 
news production, 
television/video 
production, audio/
radio production 
and television production technical 
information. Two video production 
students also participated in the 
informational craft bulletin board 
contest where they created a hand-made 
display board and delivered a prepared 
speech about SkillsUSA and several 
of the job-related contests students 
compete in. 
    SkillsUSA is an organization of 
more than 300,000 career and technical 
education students and instructors. 

WCC students win gold, heading to nationals

At left, Waynesville Career Center 
TigerTV News 1st place team Vincent 
Rivere-Barb, Cati Kristek, Raegan Garbee 
and Alex McEachern. Above, WCC 1st 
place information craft bulletin board 
team Travis Keith and Destiny Figueroa.

WCC 2nd place Digital Cinema 
team (L to R) Tatym Brown, Jordan 
Hinchman

WCC Video Production students 
Jordan Hinchman and Tatym Brown 
lend a hand by running a video 
camera at SkillsUSA opening and 
closing ceremonies.

WCC 2nd 
place medalist 
Cati Kristek



By Emily Archibald, Waynesville High School student 

    Do you know what’s keeping the roof above your head rather 
than at your feet? The answer is a truss.
    The principles of engineering class at Waynesville High 
School built a variety of trusses in late March to see how much 
weight they would hold. 
    The trusses you would want to trust from Ericca Vaughns’ 7th 
hour class would belong to Sean Sax and Caedon McClendon. 
Using only four pieces of balsa wood, paper, glue, a utility 
knife and scissors, they made the best and strongest truss. Their 
truss held 148 pounds and beat teacher Vaughns’ previous class 

WHS students engineer trusses, set record 
record of 140 pounds.
    “I had confidence in our idea,” said Sax. “We used triangles 
and did the most simple model. Everyone else over-thought it 
and made it more complicated than it was.” 
    By contrast, the lowest scoring truss held only 18 pounds.  
Such a truss would probably not be able to keep a roof above 
your head.
    But how much would the truss hold if it was scaled up?  The 
teams converted all this information to see what their truss 
would hold in real life. Using a complex formula, each team 
converted their results. The 148-pound winner would hold 
2,301.71 pounds. 

Students in principles of engineering build 
trusses and test how much weight they can 
hold. Sean Sax and Caedon McClendon set a 
new record. Photos by Landon Brasher. 

Waynesville Middle School 7th graders participated in an Earth Day hands-on learning event on April 6 where they tried 
to pick up seeds like a bird, examined animal skulls and investigated the contents of owl pellets. Multiple volunteers, 
including the school’s military Partners in Education, made the event possible.  

Led by Moses Ong 
of the Missouri 
Department of 
Conservation and 
science teacher 
Helen Warren, the 
event’s goal was to 
connect students 
to nature.


